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Since their inaugural concert in April 2009, Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra has  

become recognised for delivering first-class and intimate concert experiences to local 

audiences across the Sydney Metropolitan area. Under the direction of Artistic  

Director & Chief Conductor Sarah-Grace Williams and comprising some of Sydney's 

most dynamic musicians, MCO has now staged more than 40 acclaimed concerts to 

packed houses and standing ovations. Committed to delivering energised and  

accessible programmes, their concert performances exude a unique blend of musical 

perfection and abundant passion. In addition to their own highly regarded concert 

season, MCO has performed at premium concert venues such as the Sydney Opera 

House with renowned artists  including soprano Sumi Jo, as well as large scale events 

like the National Rugby League Grand Final to a live and televised audience of millions.   

Soloists that have appeared with MCO include Francesco Celata (Clar), Emma-Jane  

Murphy (Cello), Rosario La Spina (Tenor), Matt Dempsey (Trumpet), Susan Collins 

(Violin), Barry Ryan (Bari), Anke Höppner (Sop), Christopher Hillier (Bari),  Manu  

Berkeljon (Violin), Teresa La Rocca (Sop) , Henry Choo (Tenor), Nicole Car (Sop),  

Richard Anderson (Bass), Sian Pendry (Mezzo Sop), Samuel Dundas (Ten), Edmond 

Choo (Ten) and members of the  Opera Australia Chorus. Katherine Lukey (Violin),  

Patrick Murphy (Cello), David Rowden (Clar) and Principals of MCO will appear in 2012. 

Welcome   

It is my pleasure to welcome you to MCO’s fourth concert  
season, which sees the addition of a chamber series to our 
already popular orchestral series. Although many thought the 
idea of setting up a new orchestra in Sydney was not far short of 
crazy, I certainly had high hopes when MCO first entered the  
Sydney musical scene three years ago. However, the speed of our 
growth and success exceeded even my expectations and I look 
forward to the future of this very unique orchestra with great 
anticipation. It is both a pleasure and a privilege to work with the 
many passionate and highly talented musicians of MCO and to 
share our joint enthusiasm for great music with our  

audiences. I am very proud of what we have achieved and am 
inspired by these musicians every time we step on to the  
concert platform together. I invite you to explore our 2012 
season and share this wonderful music with us. 

Sarah-Grace Williams: 
Chief Conductor & Artistic Director, MCO 
  



 

 
 

 
 

Guy Noble: Patron, MCO 
 

As Paul Kelly once sang, "from little things big things grow". 
All major arts organisations start somewhere, usually with 
the passion and drive of one key person. I take my hat off to 
Sarah-Grace Williams and the entire Metropolitan Chamber 
Orchestra as they enter a fourth season while having built a 
very professional musical group. When The NRL came to me 
and asked if I could provide an orchestra for the 2011 Grand 
Final at ANZ Stadium, I had no hesitation in suggesting MCO, 
knowing it would deliver an enthusiastic and polished performance to the highest 
level in front of a massive live and television audience. This capability to deliver 
premium performances to any sized audience and appearing as anything from a 
small ensemble to a symphony sized orchestra is testament to the versatility of this 
important orchestra and the high standards they continuously achieve. I'm proud to 
be a patron of the orchestra and look forward to a fifth season and beyond. 

 
Cr Rochelle Porteous: Mayor, Leichhardt Council 
 

Leichhardt Council has a strong commitment to enlivening 
the arts and cultural life of our municipality. A key focus of 
our Community and Cultural Plan is the revitalisation of our 
Town Halls as cultural hubs of the community. As such, we 
warmly welcome Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra for this 
return season, an important cultural initiative for the  
Balmain and Leichhardt Town Halls. MCO offers local  
audiences a unique opportunity to see world class  
performances here in the inner west. I certainly hope you 
will make your night one to remember. If you are visiting  
our beautiful municipality, be sure to explore the unique  
and vibrant culture we enjoy. 
 
Bevan Rigato: General Manager, MCO 
 

The idea of an orchestra delivering professional and highly 
energized concerts at intimate local venues has hit a very 
powerful chord with Sydney audiences. As we enter our 
fourth year of performances, the overwhelming level of  
positive feedback and support we gain from our audience, 
many of which have never previously seen an orchestral  
concert before MCO, inspires us to keep reaching for new 
heights. This is certainly an exciting time for the orchestra 
and I invite you to indulge your senses with us in 2012.  
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MET SERIES MET SERIES ——Orchestral ConcertsOrchestral Concerts   

MET SERIES ONE  
Saturday 11 February 8pm:  Balmain Town Hall  
Sunday 12 February 3pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
MOZART Don Giovanni Overture K 527 
WEBER   Clarinet Concerto no 1, F minor, op 73 |  Clarinet: Andrew Doyle  
BEETHOVEN Symphony no 2, D major, op 36 
MET SERIES TWO  
Saturday 31 March 8pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
Sunday 1 April 3pm:  Leichhardt Town Hall * 
SARASATE Zigeunerweisen, op 20  ‘Gypsy Airs’ |  Violin: Dan Russell  
DVOŘÁK  Czech Suite , D major, op 39 
FAURÉ  Pavane, op 50  
HOLST  St Paul’s Suite, op 29, no 2 
PROKOFIEV Symphony no 1, D major, op 25 ‘Classical’ 
MET SERIES THREE  
Saturday 26 May 8pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
Sunday 27 May 3pm:  Balmain Town Hall, Balmain 
SIBELIUS  Valse Triste, op 44, no 1 
MENDELSSOHN  Violin Concerto, E minor, op 64 |  Violin: Katherine Lukey  
BEETHOVEN  Symphony no 6, F major, op 68 ‘Pastoral’ 
MET SERIES FOUR    
Saturday 21 July 8pm:  Balmain Town Hall 
Sunday 22 July 3pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
SAINT-SAËNS Tarantella, op 6  
  Flute: Svetlana Yaroslavskaya,  Clarinet: David Rowden  
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis 
BRAHMS Serenade no 1, D major, op 11 
MET SERIES FIVE  
Saturday 15 September 8pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney 
Sunday 16 September 3pm:  Balmain Town Hall 
MONTGOMERY Air and the Void—Premiere 
SAINT-SAËNS Cello Concerto no 1, A minor, op 33 |  Cello: Patrick Murphy  
MENDELSSOHN   Symphony no 1, C minor, op 11 
MET SERIES SIX 
Saturday 17 November 8pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
Sunday 18 November 3pm:  Balmain Town Hall 
SCHUBERT Symphony no 8, B minor ‘Unfinished’ 
BRAHMS Symphony no 1, C minor, op 68 



 

 
 

INDY SERIES INDY SERIES ——Chamber ConcertsChamber Concerts   

New in 2012, MCO’s INDY SERIES showcases the principal players of MCO 
in the intimate settings of the Independent Theatre and  Leichhardt  Town Hall.  
 
INDY CONCERT ONE 
Saturday 12 May 8pm:  Leichhardt Town Hall * 
DVOŘÁK  String Quartet no 12, F major, op 96  ‘American’ 
MOZART Clarinet Quintet, A major, K 581 
 
INDY CONCERT TWO 
Saturday 7 July 8pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
WIND QUINTET    Program includes works by Ibert, Milhaud, Arnold, Mozart,  
  Bozza, Hindemith, Bizet and Gershwin.  
 
INDY CONCERT THREE 
Saturday 1 September 8pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
PÄRT   Fratres (Arranged for solo violin plus strings and percussion) 
ELGAR   String Serenade, op 20 
MENDELSSOHN Octet in Eb major, op 20 
 
INDY CONCERT FOUR 
Saturday 3 November 8pm:  Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
D’INDY  Chansons et danses, op 50 
BEETHOVEN  Octet in Eb major, op 103 
MOZART Serenade no 12, C minor, K 388 
 

*  Concerts held at Leichhardt Town Hall (Met Series Two and Indy Concert One) are part of  
     Leichhardt Council’s ‘Site and Sound’ Autumn programme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB.  All details correct at the time of printing. Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra reserves the right to vary   
programmes, artists and/or venues without notice as necessary.  
Please visit www.metorchestra.com.au for  updated and detailed information on concerts, venues and  
programming.  

 

5 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Met Series 2012 Met Series 2012   
  

MET SERIES ONEMET SERIES ONE  

  
MOZART  Don Giovanni Overture 
WEBER   Clarinet Concerto no 1  
BEETHOVEN  Symphony no 2 
 
Clarinet: Andrew Doyle  
(Principal Clarinet, MCO) 
 

SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY 8pm 
Balmain Town Hall, Balmain 
SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY 3pm 
Independent Theatre, North Sydney  

 
 
 
MCO will open their 2012 season with the overture Mozart famously wrote in 
one evening—Don Giovanni, followed by Carl Maria von Weber’s Clarinet  
Concerto no 1, considered to be a gem in the clarinet repertoire. After an  
acclaimed debut as soloist with MCO performing one movement from the work 
in a gala concert in 2011, Andrew Doyle will leave his regular position at the 
back of the orchestra as MCO’s Principal Clarinet, to play the complete concerto 
in this wonderful first MCO concert for 2012.  
 
Ludwig van Beethoven remains as one of the best known composers in the    
modern world, no doubt made possible by his ground-breaking symphonies.  
Over the  past 3 years MCO  has performed symphonies 1, 3, 4, 7 and 8 and will 
continue their journey through the cycle in 2012, starting with Symphony no 2 
in this first program. Written at a time when the composer knew that the  
terror of complete silence was closing in upon him, this work has been referred 
to as "a heroic lie", for the mood of the symphony is both of strength and joy.   

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

MET SERIES TWOMET SERIES TWO  

  
SARASATE  Zigeunerweisen ’Gypsy Airs’  
DVOŘÁK    Czech Suite 
FAURÉ   Pavane 
HOLST  St Paul’s Suite 
PROKOFIEV  Symphony no 1 ‘Classical’ 
 
Violin: Dan Russell  
(Concertmaster, MCO) 
 
SATURDAY 31 MARCH 8pm 
Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
SUNDAY 1 APRIL 3pm 
Leichhardt Town Hall, Leichhardt  

 
 
MCO Concertmaster Dan Russell will show his gypsy flair in Pablo de Sarasate’s 
most popular work Zigeunerweisen to open this program which is sure to set  
toes-tapping, hearts yearning and pulses racing. Rounding out the first half of the 
program is Antonín Dvořák’s Czech Suite. Less well-known than his Slavonic Dances, 
the five movements of the Czech Suite are equally filled with gorgeous melodies 
and felicitous orchestration.  Gabriel Fauré’s haunting Pavane  and Gustav Holst’s 
lively and warmhearted St Paul’s Suite  
set the mood in the second half of our 
concert for Sergei Prokofiev's ‘Classical’   
Symphony, a piece of music that seems 
to ask the question:  "What if Haydn had 
been alive and composing in the early 
twentieth  century?"  The result is a 
charming little piece written in what is 
essentially the Classical style with some 
interesting modern twists—an exciting  
conclusion to this fabulous program.  
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MET SERIES THREEMET SERIES THREE  
 

SIBELIUS  Valse Triste 
MENDELSSOHN Violin Concerto  
BEETHOVEN  Symphony no 6   
   ‘Pastoral’ 
 
Violin:  Katherine Lukey 
(Assistant Concertmaster, Sydney Symphony) 

 
SATURDAY 26 MAY 8pm 
Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
SUNDAY 27 MAY 3pm 
Balmain Town Hall, Balmain 
 
 

Finnish composer Jean Sibelius wrote six pieces as incidental music for the play 
Kuolema (Death). Valse Triste (Sad Waltz) was originally written as part of this but 
after he reworked the piece for full orchestra, it became an instant hit with the 
public and took on a life of its own. Opening this program, this reworked version 
has become one of the composer's most popular works with its distinctive blend 
of grave nostalgia and wistful sadness.  
 
Katherine Lukey is the Assistant Concert Master with the Sydney Symphony. She 
is also a core player with the Melbourne Chamber Orchestra and appears as a 
guest musician with the Australian Chamber Orchestra, Malaysian Philharmonic 
and Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra is       
delighted to welcome her as soloist for Felix Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto, one 
of the most  popular violin concertos of all time.    
 
The Pastoral  is commonly regarded as the most beautiful of Beethoven's sym-
phonies, a masterpiece depicting in music a country stroll with birds, brooks and 
storms. You may have heard this work live before, but you haven’t heard it in the 
intimate setting that is an MCO concert. Let MCO transport you to the country-
side of Vienna, which inspired Beethoven."How happy I am to be able to walk 
among the shrubs, the trees, the woods, the grass and the rocks! For the woods, 
the trees and the rocks give man the resonance he needs."  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

MET SERIES FOURMET SERIES FOUR  
 

SAINT-SAËNS   Tarantella 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS  Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis 
BRAHMS  Serenade no 1 
 

Flute: Svetlana Yaroslavskaya (Principal Flute, MCO) 
Clarinet: David Rowden (Sydney Omega Ensemble) 
 
SATURDAY 21 JULY 8pm 
Balmain Town Hall, Balmain 
SUNDAY 22 JULY 3pm 
Independent Theatre, North Sydney 
 
MCO Principal Flautist Svetlana Yaroslavskaya is joined by guest clarinetist David 
Rowden for Saint-Saëns’ brilliant Tarantella, a piece that shows off the two  
instruments before we move to Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis, Ralph 
Vaughan  Williams’ signature composition. In this intimate concert, you will feel like 
you are ‘inside’ the ebbing, surging waves of this glorious music. 
 
If you haven’t heard Johannes Brahms’ enchanting Serenade no 1 before, you are 
not alone—it is rarely performed. Brahms almost called this serenade a ‘symphony’ 
and had he done so we would probably hear it all the time. It is a buoyantly fresh, 
inventive, spirited, and touching piece—a beautiful conclusion to this program.  
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  MET SERIES FIVEMET SERIES FIVE  
 

  MONTGOMERY Air and the Void  
   (Premiere) 
  SAINT-SAËNS      Cello Concerto 
  MENDELSSOHN    Symphony no 1 
   Concert presented by David Montgomery,  
   composer of ‘Air and Void’ 

 

Cello: Patrick Murphy  
(Cello Performance Fellow, University of Queensland School of Music)  
 
SATURDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 8pm 
Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
SUNDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 3pm 
Balmain Town Hall, Balmain 

 
MCO welcomes David Montgomery to present this program which includes his             
composition ‘Air and the Void’. Principal Percussionist of Queensland Symphony           
Orchestra, David is also a vibrant composer having works commissioned by Opera   
Queensland, Queensland Theatre Company, La Boite Theatre, Queensland Symphony, 
Isorhythmos and ABC Radio. ‘Air and the Void' takes as its point of departure the final 
chapters in Miyamoto Musashi's book 'Go Rin No Sho' (translated as 'The Book of Five 
Rings'). While the work has nothing to do with Samurai or sword fighting, it does          
comment on the idea of moving towards separation from one's body.  
 
One of the best known and most loved cello concertos in  
the repertoire is that of Camille Saint-Saëns. Joining MCO to  
perform this piece is well-known cellist Patrick Murphy, 
founding member of the Tankstream Quartet and Cello  
Performance Fellow at the University of Queensland’s 
School of Music. 
    
Wrapping up this wonderful program is a symphony that is 
rarely performed, Mendelssohn’s Symphony no 1, which he 
wrote at the age of 15. It is indubitably a young man’s  
creation: energetic, muscular and bursting with  
rambunctious high spirits.  

 Composer: David Montgomery  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

MET SERIES SIXMET SERIES SIX  
 

SCHUBERT  Symphony no 8 ‘Unfinished’ 
BRAHMS  Symphony no 1 
 
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER 8pm 
Independent Theatre, North Sydney  
SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 3pm 
Balmain Town Hall, Balmain  

 
MCO finishes its 2012 season with its largest orchestra for the year when they 
perform two of the great romantic symphonies.   
 
Symphony no 8, a half-finished masterwork lost in time for decades, is arguably 
Schubert’s most popular work. The music is strikingly fresh and dramatic, full of 
life and warmth with many commentators waxing quite poetically when  
describing the splendour of the two movements of this work. MCO will let the 
music speak for itself when performed in the wonderful intimate environments 
of The Independent Theatre and Balmain Town Hall.    
 
MCO has never performed a Brahms’ Symphony.  However, with their   
Beethoven Cycle almost completed it seems like a fitting time for this  
performance, particularly as Brahms’ first symphony has also been nicknamed 
‘Beethoven’s 10th’. It took decades to perfect his first symphony which firmly 
establishes Brahms as an heir to the master composers of his past. There are 
many similarities to Beethoven in this fantastic work, particularly the big string 
melody and powerhouse 4th movement which were written as a direct hom-
age to his hero.  Join MCO for this sublime end to our 2012 season!  

11 



 

 
 
 

  

CORE ORCHESTRA MEMBERSCORE ORCHESTRA MEMBERS  
 
Concertmaster: Dan Russell    Associate Concertmaster: Thomas Talmacs 
Tutti Violin: Elaine Armstrong, Natalya Bing, Samantha Boston, Lorraine Chan,  
Angela Cassar, Elizabeth Cooney, Tess Duflou, Robert Fortune, Manu Fonsny,  
Stephanie Fulton, Bridget Hall, Sam Harding, Tadijana Ililic, Lindsay Irik, Emlyn Lewis-
Jones, David Loonam, Christina Ong, Paul Pokorny, Kahne Rajaratnam, Dorothy    
Sercombe, Elizabetta Sonego, Julia Starkey, Shaun Stewart, Mar’yana Sywak, Carol 
Tang, Isabel Taussig, Joanne Toouli, Amanda Tse, Elena Tuktarova, Ian Watson,  
Petroc Wilton, Monica Zygadlo  
Viola: Jenny Compton*, Georgina Price*, Parvine Afandiyeva, David Angel, Deidre 
Boyle, Lucy Carrigy-Ryan, Elizabeth D’Olier, Peddy Lu, Josephine Lumanau,  
Lucy Macken, Kathryn Ramsay, Luke Spicer 
Cello: Clare Kahn*, John Benz #, Martin Barker, Serena Devonshire, Julienne       
Guerbois, Steve Myer, Emily Palethorpe, Nicholas Thomas, Bronwen Whyatt   
Bass: Caitlin Cahill*, Steven Adler, Jeremy Burrows, Nicole Murray-Prior, Chris Turner  
Flute: Svetlana Yaroslavskaya*, Lucie Benz, Katrina Kelvin, Jacinta Mikus, 
Oboe: Rie Tamaru*, Freya Bailes, Aaron Reichelt, Zoe Zitsky 
Clarinet: Andrew Doyle*, Alisha Coward, Greg Jones, Louise O’Brien 
Bassoon: Sarajane Hansen*, Tony Grimm #, Ruth Power, Melissa Telford 
Horn: Julia Zeltzer*, Claire Cameron, Tina Brain, Abbey Edlin,  
Sharon Hatton, Michael Wray 
Trumpet: Byron Westbury*, Gary Clark, Colin Grisdale 
Timpani: Murray Parker*            * denotes Principal     # denotes Associate Principal   
  

MANAGEMENT & OPERATIONSMANAGEMENT & OPERATIONS  
 
Artistic Director: Sarah-Grace Williams      Patron: Guy Noble 
General Manager: Bevan Rigato            Librarian: Svetlana Yaroslavskaya  
Assistant to Artistic Director: Jacinta Mikus Accounts: Bernard Walz            
Administrative Assistant: Kathryn Ramsay Production Logistics: Gary Clark   
Program Notes: Clare Kahn & Andrew Doyle 

  

PERFORMANCE VENUESPERFORMANCE VENUES  
 

INDEPENDENT THEATRE  269 Miller Street North Sydney NSW    
BALMAIN TOWN HALL  370 Darling Street Balmain NSW  
LEICHHARDT TOWN HALL  107 Norton Street Leichhardt NSW  
MCO gratefully acknowledges the support of Leichhardt Council and The Australian Elizabethan 
Theatre Trust, who make it possible for us to rehearse and perform in these beautiful venues.   



 

 
 
 

  

TICKETS & SUBCSCRIPTIONSTICKETS & SUBCSCRIPTIONS  
  
Subscription packages for both the Met and Indy Series allow you to design your 
own musical experience and gain great discounts. Tailor your 2012 MCO concert 
season to suit your personal diary, and secure your seats now.    
 
To purchase your Subscription Package, complete the order form inside this 
brochure.  If your form is missing, visit www.metorchestra.com.au/tickets to  
download a form, purchase packages online or request a form be sent to you.   
Single tickets are also available for purchase online. For all enquires regarding 
subscriptions and single ticket sales please call 02 8007 7131. 

  

  

  

  

  
  

PRIVATE DONATIONSPRIVATE DONATIONS  
  
Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra is a not-for-profit organisation that relies on 
the generosity of its supporters and sponsors to continue delivering concerts to 
local audiences. Any contribution, small or large is not only gratefully  
appreciated but very much needed to help us bring you the best musical  
experience possible. To learn more about sponsorship, tax-free donations,  
bequests and more, please visit our website or call us on 02 8007 7131.   
 

FRIENDS OF MCOFRIENDS OF MCO  
  
As a not-for-profit organisation, Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra relies heavily 
on the passion and assistance of its team of volunteers and supporters. Their 
love of music and goal to share great music with as many people as possible is 
what helps each concert performance become brilliant. If you are passionate 
about the music, and would like to help in any way, then please call us on  
(02) 8007 7131. There are so many ways you can get involved, so please give us 
a call to discuss how you can help. 
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PO BOX 625 Balmain NSW 2041     Tel: 02 8007 7131 

info@metorchestra.com.au         www.metorchestra.com.au 

MCO OFFICE: 2a Booth St, Balmain 2041 
POSTAL ADDRESS: PO BOX 625, Balmain 2041 
WEB ADDRESS: www.metorchestra.com.au 
EMAIL: info@metorchestra.com.au 
PHONE: 02 8007 7131 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK:  
 www.facebook.com/metorchestra  


